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bid to quash lawsuit award

By RALPH RANALLI

A federal judge today is sched-
uled to hear arguments on British
nanny and convicted child-killer
Louise Woodward’s 11th-hour bid
to stave off a multi-million dolar
wrongful death award.

Tuesday merning, lawyers for
Sunil and Deborah Eappen asked
U.S. District Court judge William

G. Young to award them as much-

as $9 million from Woodward,

who to that point had opted not to

fight the five-month-old lawsuit.
But late that afternoon, two

- Boston attorneys for the former
‘au pair filed papers sceking to

prevent any award and overturn

the wrongful-death judgment-

made against their new client by
default in Junc. ’
Woodward was convicted of
second-degree murder. in the
“shaken-baby syndrome” death of
8-month-old Matthew Eappen last

year, but the charge was later re--

duced to manslaughter.
Lawyérs for the baby’s parents

filed - a response  yesterday to
Woodward’s latest move, calling
it too little, too late.
“Defendant offers ne explana-
tion of any kind for her failure to
appear and defend this action,”
the motion filed by attorneys Fre-

dric Ellis of Boston and Edward .

Bassett of Worcester states. “For
all that appears in her motion, de-
fendant has simply changed her
mind.” -

The Eappens’ lawyers are -ex-
pected to argue that Woodward’s
default was “willfull” and there-
fore should not be reconsidered
by Young. -

Woodward's lawyers 'in Eng-
land insisted she had no money
left to fight the lawsuit. There was
widespread conjecture this sum-
mer, however, that the former
nanny — who returned to Eng-
land after serving 279 days in jail
— had made a strategic decision
not to fight the lawsuit: because
American civil damage awards
are difficult, if not impossible, to
collect overseas. '

The Eappens, saying they want-
ed to keep Woodward from pro-
fiting from sales of her life story,
filed the lawsuit in June, the same
day the state Supreme Judicial
Court upheld her reduced convic-
tion and sentence. )

Woodward was originally rep-
resented in the civil suit by Bos-
ton attorney Norman Zalkind., A
week after it was filed, however,
Zalkind said Woodward had fired
him.

On June 29, Young issucd an
injunction ordering that any pro-
ceeds from the sale of Wood-
ward's life story be immediately
frozen.

On July 8, Young issucd a de-
fault judgment against Woodward
after no new attorneys appearcd
in the case to take Zalkind's place.

The Eappen’s most recentmo-
tion called the appearance of
Woodward's new lawyers, John I
Ryan and Myles W. McDonough
of Boston, a calculated “change of
strategy” that “smacks of manipu-
lation, if not bad faith.”

Trooper cleared in lawyer-arrest probe

By BEVERLY FORD

The state trooper who arrested
fawyer Elaine Whitfield Sharp on a
drunken driving charge has: been
exonerated of any wrongdoing by
his superiors.

eremony and start aég
Vorld Trade Center o
day shopping and a

istmas spirit mare t
15 Christmas tree!

dan’t miss more feal
¥

begins on Navembe‘: 20

“He's tremendously relieved,”
said attorney Timothy Burke, who
represented Trooper Randy Cipo-
fetta during an internal staté police
investigation,

Whitfield Sharp, who represent-
ed former nanny Louise” Wood-
ward at her murder trial for the
shaking death of 8-month-old Mat-
thew Eappen, filed an internal
complaint against Cipoletta after
he stopped her for drunken driving
on the Lynnway last May.

In his report on that arrest, Cipo-
letta wrote that the 44-year-old

lawyer told him she was having a

hard time reconciling her feelings
over Woodward’s conviction. -

“F thought she was innocent but
now I know she is guilty and I can't
handle it,” Cipoletta quoted her ‘as

saying.

in her complaint, Whitfield
Sharp alleged Cipoletta taunted her
about representing Woodward and
made sexual advances to her. She
never testified, however, during the
investigation into those allegations.

Yesterday, Whitfigld Sharp's
husband, Dan Sharp, issued a state-
ment from his wife in which she
said she refused to participate in
the internal probe “because the
state police broke their. promise of
keci:ping the investigation confiden-
tial.” _

Whitficld Sharp also maintained
she said nothing about Wood-
ward’s guilt or innocence during
her arrest and continues to believe
that Woodward had nothing to do
with Eappen’s death.
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