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P Bntlsh former au pair Louise
Woodwards conviction for involun-
tary manslaughter in the death of 8-
month-old Matthew Eappen auto-
mahcally entitles the baby’s parents
fo punitive damages from Wood-
ward, the attorneys for the Eappens
'argued in court papers yesterday.
i With a hearing scheduled for to-

itnorrow in federal court, lawyers for |

‘the Eappens accuse Woodward of
trymg to rewrite history by suggest-
[ng her criminal conviction is not suf-
liiment grounds for a punitive dam-
age award.

: “Inwhatappemtobeacam
pa:gn of revisionism, (Woodward)
bases her argument on the startling
suggestion that the criminal trial
judge effectively acquitted her of
jeriminal liability for Matthew Eap-
pen’s:death,” the Eappens’ lawyers,
Fredric L. Ellis, Edward D. Ra-
ipacki, Edward A. Broderick, and
‘Edward C. Bassett Jr. wrote in an
11-page reply to papers filed last
gweek by Woodward’s lawyers,

] '“Thls court ... shonld reject
.'(Woodward’s) attempt to rescript

i her criminal convietion,” the lawyers

Eappens are entitled
to damages, lawyers say

Woodward's recently hired Bos-
ton lawyers have asked US District
Judge William G. Young to consider
their claim that Woodward cannot be
sued for punitive damages — which

+would be awarded on top of compen-

satory damages — because her con-
viction for involuntary manslaughter
did not include a finding that she had
engaged in “willful, wanton or reck-
less conduct.”

- But lawyers for the Eappens ar-
gue that a manslaughter conviction
necessarily means that the defen-
dant has been found guilty of such
conduet and Woodward’s lawyers
cannot relitigate that issue.

The Eappens are basing their
suit against Woodward on the por-
tion of the state wrongfil-death stat-
ute that permits punitive damages if
a defendant is found to have caused
the death of another due to “willful,
wanton or reckless conduct.”

A Middlesex Superior Court jury
originally convicted Woodward of
second-degree murder but Judge
Hiller Zobel reduced the conviction
to involuntary mansiaughter last No-
vember, He sentenced her to time
served in jail.

Zobel's reduced verdict was later
upheld by the state Supreme Judi-
cial Court.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
UNENBURG - About 60 peo-

s rabid cow are at risk of con-
cting rabies and must be vaccinat-
d, state health officials said yester-

3 itisﬂlesecbndﬁmeinsixweeks
raw milk has posed a health

hésat in Massachusetts. At least -

- niné¢ases of salmonella poisoning
turned up among people who drank
raw milk-in October at a Pittsfield

o f*fﬁ?rﬁ‘ aceording to health officials. -

¥The rabies worrigs surfaced at

Barm's raw milk poses rabies risk for 60

g

Cherry Hill Farm, in the central
Massachusetts town of Lunenburg,
on Oct. 21. Mark Leccese, a spokes-
man for the state Health Depart-
ment, said an infected skunk or rac-
coon apparently bit the cow, which
tested positive for rabies Friday.
The cow was destroyed.

Leccese said health officials be-
lieve they have found nearly all, if

not all, of those people who may

have drunk milk from the rabid cow.
But the department issued a health
advisory yesterday to warn anyone
else who might be at risk to contact
health offickils for help.
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